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LOM What is an inversion?

w An inversion is the name given to any chord whose root is not the bass note. Here are the
SOy inversions of the C major triad:
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Activity 10 First inversion occurs when the third of the triad is in the bass.
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Up to this point, the root of the chord has always been present in the bass line. If this were
always the case in the musical “real world,” our chord progression work would simply be to
recognize the bass line. For example, if Mi is the bass note, I might then assume that the chord is
ITI- or III-7. However, if Mi is in the bass, it's possible that the chord is an inversion of the I
chord. Let’s investigate.
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Now let’s explore inversions in the “friendly” key of C.

Especially now that we’ve trained our ears to identify a chord by listening for the bass note, it can
be tricky to distinguish the III- or III-7 chord from the first inversion chord, I/3. Both have Mi in
the bass.
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Click the image above to listen.

Does the chord sound major or minor?
If you're not confident of your answer to step 1, use the horizontal approach, and listen for
what notes of the key are present. If you hear Do of the key, then you have the inversion

of the I triad. Do can be considered the special “guide tone” to listen for in the case of I/3.

Do would clash with the sound of the III-7 sound. Listen.
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Listen to these two chords: III-7 and I/3. Look at the chords and note that they have several
notes in common.

When you hear these chords, how do you know if the above sounds are the root position III- or
ITI-7, or the first inversion of the I triad, I/3? Follow these steps.

Note: Are you a more advanced player? If so, you can also listen for the tensions. If you know
what tensions are allowed on different chord types, this would also be helpful information. For
example, tension b13 (C) would not be allowed on a minor 7th chord (E-7).
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Hearing Second Inversion with the | Chord

Second inversion occurs when the fifth is in the bass, like this:

The 1I/5 chord shares one tone in common with the V triad. Making it more complicated, both the
I/5 and the V are major triads and both have 5 (Sol) in the bass.
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How can you easily distinguish the second inversion I chord from the V triad?

Well, it's a bit more challenging to distinguish the second inversion of the I triad, I/5, from the V
triad in root position, because both triads have the overall sound of major. Taking the horizontal
approach here might help. Follow these steps:

Listen for Do of the key. Do would suggest the I triad, where Ti of the key would tell us the triad
is V.

Inversions will give us the opportunity to put our horizontal approach to good use. You'll also be
getting a good workout with the translation process, converting solfege in the key to what it
means on the individual chord.

. Next Activity: Workshop 5.1. Identify Inversions of
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» Theory, Harmony & Ear Training.

Study with the world-renowned professors of Berklee College of Music,

on your own time, from anywhere in the world.

Get the musical foundation you need to take your skills to a higher level. Learn to read, write, really
listen ... and put theory into practice every day!

Use harmony creatively in your playing and writing. Learn to hear and modify chord progressions,
improvise effectively from chord to chord and deepen your understanding of music's inner workings.

This practical approach to ear training will help you build your confidence as a performer by teaching
you how to notate basic rhythms and better identify the different parts of a song.

Maximize your performance, writing, arranging, improvisation, and music comprehension skills by
developing your fundamental knowledge in the areas of music theory, harmony, and ear training.

Books and DVDs from Berklee Press

Harmonic Ear Training

A vital introduction for songwriters and performers looking to improve their listening skills and
become better musicians. Learn how to break down the hearing process, internalize the music, and
then identify the elements of the progression.

Berklee Music Theory: Book 1
Learn music theory based on over 40 years of music theory instruction at Berklee. Explore the inner
workings of music, presenting notes, scales and rhythms as they are heard in today's music styles.

Jazz Composition: Theory and Practice

Based on Professor Ted Pease's 25 years of teaching jazz composition at Berklee. Students will develop
writing skills and apply melodic, harmonic, and rhythmic concepts to the blues, song form, episodic
composition, and multi-movement jazz works.

Modern Jazz Voicings: Arranging for Small and Medium Ensembles

This is the definitive text used for the time-honored Chord Scales course at Berklee College of Music.
Add color, character, and sophistication to your chord voicings. Learn advanced arranging and

performing techniques for three to six parts.
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