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Text Box
Berklee is offering free music lessons online designed to expand educational opportunities for musicians around the globe. The music lessons are available for free download from the Berkleeshares.com Web site and via a growing network of partner Web sites. These free music lessons are also available on digital file sharing networks. We encourage people to share our lessons with other musicians.  While Berklee strongly disapproves of stealing copyrighted music online, we believe that file sharing offers new opportunities for musicians to learn, and to promote and distribute their work.



Lesson 14. Accidentals

Accidentals are symbols that alter a note’s pitch.

Sharps

The sharp sign # raises a note’s pitch by a half step, the next higher note on the
keyboard. This note may be a white or a black key. (H = half step)

&

?

D D #

˙ ˙#

˙ ˙#

F F #

˙ ˙#

˙ ˙#

G G #

˙ ˙#

˙ ˙#

B B#

˙ ˙#

˙ ˙#

Lesson 14. Accidentals

29

23




Flats

The flat sign b lowers a note’s pitch by a half step, the next lower note on the keyboard.
This note could be a white or a black key.

Naturals

The natural sign n indicates that a note is neither sharp nor flat. On a staff, the appear-
ance of a natural sign cancels out a sharp or flat that has been previously applied to
a note.
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Rules for Accidentals

Once introduced into a measure, accidentals are in effect for the entire measure but
are cancelled out by the bar line. In the following example, every E in the first
measure is flat because of the introduced flat sign. The E in the second measure is an
E natural, with no natural sign needed.

Practice

1. Use the appropriate note and accidental to raise each note by a half step. The first
one is done for you.

2. Use the appropriate note and accidental to lower each note by a half step.

&

?

˙

˙

˙#

˙#

˙

˙

˙#

˙#

&

?

˙ ˙#

˙ ˙#

˙b

˙b

˙b

˙b

˙

˙

&

?

E b E b E b

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

E n

œ œ
.˙

œ œ
.˙

Lesson 14. Accidentals

31



http://www.berkleemusic.com/school/certificates/theory?pid=860
http://www.berkleepress.com/catalog/category-browse?category_id=9&pid=860
http://www.berklee.edu
http://www.berkleepress.com/?pid=860
http://www.berkleemusic.com/?pid=860
http://www.berkleeshares.com/?pid=860



