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Welcome to Drum Set Notation in Finale!
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In this lesson, we'll see how to use Finale's powerful features for creating drum
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notation. You'll be able to make drum parts that conform to the Percussive Arts
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Society (PAS) standard of drum notation, and other styles, too, and learn to set
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the correct stem directions and noteheads for whatever style of notation you are

Topic 8

using. You'll also learn to play back your work with the appropriate sounds.

Activity 1

Topic 9

This lesson was created using Finale 2004 for the Macintosh. The PC version

works just the same, though the screen layout will differ slightly. Nearly all the
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features are the same in Finale 2003, as well, and some go back even farther, to
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earlier versions.

You will get the most out of this lesson if you already know the basics of using

Finale. You should know how to create new documents, add new staves, and
enter notation using both Speedy Entry and Simple Entry. Ideally, you should
have a MIDI keyboard in your setup, which you can use to enter notes.

To learn the basics of Finale, you can take the Finale Basics course and/or get
Finale: An Easy Guide to Music Notation. To learn how to use Finale in greater

depth, take Finale for Composer and Arrangers.

By the end of this lesson, you will learn to:

. understand and use the PAS standard for drum set notation

. use Finale's automated drum-set staff creation tools

. enter notation in two voices per staff, with stems going opposite directions

. use custom noteheads to indicate cymbals and drums

. use some of the special notation features used by drummers, such as
measure-repeat signs and rhythm notation

. create custom percussion maps relating MIDI notes to noteheads and staff
positions

Let's get started!
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ion:

Here is how the most common instruments are notated:

© @

Finale uses the Percussive Arts Society (PAS) standard for drum set notation. There are three

1. Drums (snare, tom-tom, bass drum) are written using regular noteheads. Cymbals (ride,
crash, hi-hat) are written using X noteheads.

2. Instruments played with the hands (snare, tom-tom, regular hi-hat) have stems pointing
upward. Instruments played with the feet (bass drum, hi-hat foot) have stems pointing

3. Each instrument of the kit is assigned to a specific line or space.

Closed CJPen
Hi-Hat H"'(!_J“"
Snare Cross-Stick Shot Small Tom
Ride "€ (Rim Click)
Ring |
— "
[ ]
- ra ‘\n.l
Floor Tom

Bazs r !\ rj
(Kick) r(l-li-Hat Foot Optional

At Berklee, we have found that there are other conventions for drum notation in common use.
For example, many drummers prefer these variations from the PAS standard, and in fact, this is

what we teach in our arranging classes.

Ride
or Crash
Hi-Hat Cymbal
IR S S — ——
dE < . |
Mid Mid Floar
Tom Tomi Tom2 Tom

As an arranger, it is important that you be able to use the correct notation for whatever
convention is accepted wherever you are working, and for whoever is your client. To keep things
simple, we will begin by using Finale's default settings for where the notes are placed on the
staff. Then later, we will see how to change Finale's default behavior so that you can customize
it to whatever your preference may be.
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e an existing score, which you can download here.
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This score has staves for melody, guitar, keyboard, and bass. Let's add a drum-set part.

1. Select the Staff tool.

Choose Staff-New Staves (with Setup Wizard) to invoke the Wizard.

3. Choose Drums in the left column, then Drum Set, in the middle column, and then click Add. Notice
that "Drum Set" is added to the right-hand column. Then click Finish.

N

http://www.berkleemusi c.com/school/Ims/content/topic/1621456/0/0/ (1 of 2)5/27/2004 11:40:44 AM


http://www.berkleemusic.com/
http://www.berkleemusic.com/pvt/home
http://www.berkleemusic.com/register/logout
http://www.berkleemusic.com/school/lms/lesson?lesson%5fid=1621430&section%5fid=&tag%5fid=
http://www.berkleemusic.com/school/lms/syllabus?section%5fid=&tag%5fid=&course_item_id=1621420
http://www.berkleemusic.com/school/lms/activities?section_id=
http://www.berkleemusic.com/school/lms/quizzes?section_id=
http://www.berkleemusic.com/school/lms/content/page/1621453/0/0/
http://www.berkleemusic.com/school/lms/content/topic/1621456/0/0/assets/Drums_Download2003.mus

Drum Set Notation in Finale

Document Setup Wizard - Choose Parts (Page 2 of 4)

Keyboards

Chorus
Woodwinds

Brass

Strings

Plucked Strings
Fretted Instruments
Pitched Percussion
Parcussion

Drums

Handbells

Empty Staves

[ Cancel |

Drum et

Bongo Drums
Timbales

Conga Drums
Snare Drum

Quad Tams

Quint Tams

Tenor Drum

Tom Toms

Roto Toms

Bass Drum (single line}
Bazs Drums (5 line)

[ Add» )

[ « Remove |
.

| Drum Set

i
Score Order: {

Orchestral k%"j
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Your score now has a drum staff, with the appropriate clef, notation preferences, and drum
mappings. It's ready for you to add your music. Add some notation to the new drum staff, using
a MIDI keyboard, and Finale will try to choose the appropriate notehead, as we'll see.

Guitar

[ )
- —
e — —
1) = 3
Y,
Keyboard
= = =
m , — 1 —— I 1 _ —— ! 1
i1 CEIRE =
S esdse ¢ Sesesed Seses s o EE ey e
B:LSS T o S e — b

-
I T
g 1

Drum Set HE ';_: _H =

@ Previous Page Next Page @

I I
Berkleemusic Online School -- BMW -100: Drum Set Notation in Finale: /web/bonline/course-htmI/bmw100/L1-2b.htm
© 2002-2004 Berklee College of Music. All rights reserved. Our Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.

http://www.berkleemusi c.com/school/Ims/content/page/1621464/0/0/5/27/2004 11:40:56 AM


http://www.berkleemusic.com/
http://www.berkleemusic.com/pvt/home
http://www.berkleemusic.com/register/logout
http://www.berkleemusic.com/school/lms/lesson?lesson%5fid=1621430&section%5fid=&tag%5fid=
http://www.berkleemusic.com/school/lms/content/page/1621461/0/0/
http://www.berkleemusic.com/school/lms/syllabus?section%5fid=&tag%5fid=&course_item_id=1621420
http://www.berkleemusic.com/school/lms/activities?section_id=
http://www.berkleemusic.com/school/lms/quizzes?section_id=
http://www.berkleemusic.com/school/lms/content/page/1621461/0/0/
http://www.berkleemusic.com/school/lms/content/page/1621476/0/0/
http://www.berkleemusic.com/school/lms/content/page/1621461/0/0/
http://www.berkleemusic.com/school/lms/content/page/1621461/0/0/
http://www.berkleemusic.com/school/lms/content/page/1621476/0/0/
http://www.berkleemusic.com/school/lms/content/page/1621476/0/0/
http://www.berkleemusic.com/about/about/termsofuse
http://www.berkleemusic.com/about/about/privacypolicy

Drum Set Notation in Finale

BMW -100: Drum Set Notation in Finale
Berklee

SChOD’ '& My Home ﬁ Logout

Course Home -> Lesson 1 -> Topic 4 Page 1

Lesson 1

| Stems Up and Down @ @
Topic 1

Topic 2
Topic 3
Topic 4
(=3 Page 1
Page 2
Topic 5
Topic 6 Here's a simple drumbeat. The top voice is a snare drum. The bottom voice is a bass drum.
Topic 7
Topic 8

Activity 1 n
foncs Wee
Course Contents

Syllabus FROM THE BeELEE PRACTIOR METHOO: TEACKES'S GUIDE Mart MagiugLis

Activity Monitor
Quiz Monitor

Drum notation differs from other notation in two primary ways. First, drum set notation is
written with two "voices" on a single staff. The top voice (stems up) is for instruments played
with the hands, such as hi-hat and snare drum. The bottom voice (stems down) is for
instruments played with the feet, such as bass drum and hi-hat foot.

Melody

Ciuntar

Keyboard

Bass

Dirum Set
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| Stems Up and Down @ @

Finale lets you enter multiple voices via the Layers function. A layer is the computer equivalent
of a sheet of tracing paper, but smarter. In Finale, there are four possible layers that you can
use to enter your notation. Most users will almost never use more than one or two layers.

In drum notation, we will assign the top voice (hands: snare drum) to layer 1 and the bottom
voice (feet: bass drum) to layer 2. By default, Finale is set to enter notation into layer 1, so we'll
begin by adding the top voice here now. By default, the stems will point downward, but don't
worry about that. Also don’t worry if you are getting x-noteheads, as you enter the snare part;
we’ll fix that next.
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Drum Set + =

Now, we'll enter the bass drum in layer 2, which will display in a different color (but print black).
To switch layers, choose View-Select Layer-Layer 2.
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As you enter your bass drum part, notice that the stems in layer 1 automatically change
direction. See, smarter than tracing paper!
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The second way that drum notation is unique is that it uses special characters for some
noteheads. Drums generally have regular noteheads, but cymbals have X noteheads, and other
instruments and techniques use other special characters.

Here's the full drumbeat used in "Sweet." In this drumbeat, the top voice is playing the hi-hat
(X) and snare drum, and the bottom voice is playing the bass drum.

JT T T
Drum Set E? : ; ]

Syllabus
Activity Monitor
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If you enter notes using a MIDI keyboard, Finale will automatically use the correct noteheads,
assuming that you set up the staff using the Wizard. Let's enter the hi-hat part now.

1. Choose Speedy Entry.
2. Hold down the MIDI note for closed hi-hat (F#1) and type your rhythm values (4 for
eighth notes) for each desired note.

Notice that the notes also map to the right place on the staff for the hi-hat. This is another
aspect of "drum mapping.” If we were entering this pitch in treble clef, we'd have a million
ledger lines, below the staff. But because this is a Wizard-generated drum-set staff, it interprets
the MIDI entry correctly.

Finale recognizes that you are entering a hi-hat, and it chooses the appropriate notehead.

This chart shows the relationship between MIDI notes and drum sounds.
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