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The Berklee School of Music has decided to
share its musical wealth online, at a time
when the recording industry is taking music
fans to court for downloading free music. RELATED SITES
This week, the Back Bay music college
began “"Berklee Shares,” a free online
offering of classes that opens up its
curriculum in instrumental performance,
writing and producing music, music
technology and other classes.
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The project is designed both to expand on
Berklee's mission of spreading music through
the world and to spark an international
discussion on the contentious issue of file-
sharing.
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We see the Internet as a tremendous opportunity to distribute music
education,” said David Kusek, Berklee's associate vice president.
“It's a free offer of music to the world. Our object is to offer something of value.
Not everyone who wants to is able to come to Berklee."

Berklee also is offering an online course on ““the future of music and the music
business" that will look specifically at the file-sharing issue and how the music
industry might adapt to changing technology in a way that benefits artists, fans
and the recording industry.

Berklee officials hope to engage musicians, producers and fans from around
the world in the discussion.

""We think suing people is not the best approach to the problem," Kusek said.

The Berklee lessons can be freely downloaded, copied and exchanged through
file-sharing networks such as Kazaa and LimeWire.
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